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made him in effect her First Minister, the " Grand
Vizier/' as an Under-Secretary called him.   He
seized every chance.    War, he knew, was the
sphere of action in which he could employ his
innate genius.   He helped to prepare the Queen's
first speeches in which she promised to carry on
the war against France, and he hurried across
to The Hague to assure the Dutch that, in spite
of the death of their Captain-General, they could
count on the military co-operation of England
and reject  any  offers  of a  compromise  from
France.   Then Marlborough returned to London
to assist in the construction of Anne's first Cabinet.
The   new   Government   was   mainly   Tory
in complexion, with an admixture of moderate
Whigs.    Marlborough asked that his conscien-
tious   and   modest  friend,   Sidney   Godolphin,
should be Lord Treasurer to manage the national
finances and advised that another old friend, the
Whig magnified, the Duke of Shrewsbury, should
be offered a Cabinet post.    Broadly,  he  and
Queen Anne were agreed that a coalition rather
than a party government was necessary to carry
on the war successfully.    Anne inclined to the
Tories because they were, above all, the Church
of England party, and she was a devoted daughter
of the Church.   Marlborough was then classed
as  a Tory,  but  his  views   were  substantially
modified, not only by the needs of the day but
by the fact that his assertive wife, now promoted
to be Keeper of the Privy Purse, Royal Mistress
of the Robes and Groom of the Stole, was an
outspoken Whig.   Marlborough was not immune
from his wife's effort to make herself a political